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would allow him to say a few words,
and then I will ask unanimous consent
to move the nomination. I ask unani-
mous consent that Senator LEVIN be
recognized, following which I will move
the nomination by consent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Michigan is recog-
nized.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator from North Dakota. He has
been dogged in his determination to
get this nomination before the Senate.
It is unconscionable that a military of-
ficer in the uniform of the United
States, who has put his life on the line
for this country, month after month
after month, has had his promotion
held up by one Senator. It is only one
Senator. All the Senators of the Armed
Services Committee on both sides
wanted to confirm this general. But
the rules of the Senate permit one Sen-
ator to threaten a filibuster or a so-
called hold. In this case, it was an open
hold, not a secret hold. He was able to
thwart the Senate because we cannot
take 2 or 3 or 4 days to take up every
nomination of every soldier or civilian
because we would get even less done
than we do now.

Those are the rules of the Senate.
They should not be used this way. We
expressed that to Senator VITTER. That
hold has been lifted. So a well-qualified
soldier is going to be promoted 6
months late by the Senate. We can
thank him for his service, but the best
way we could have thanked him would
have been to have promptly promoted
him. Short of that, he knows he has, on
a bipartisan basis, the support of the
Senate. It is very important to us as an
institution that he knows that. He also
knows full well the power of one Sen-
ator. He should also understand that
when it comes to the defense of this
country, Republicans and Democrats
are going to stand together.

I, again, thank the Senator from
North Dakota for his determination.
He is kind of the 27th member of the
Armed Services Committee, if my
memory is correct. I thank the Sen-
ator.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, again,
Michael Walsh is a good soldier, who
served 30 years and has gone to war for
this country. The demand that existed
and resulted in holding this nomina-
tion is a demand that could not be met.
He could not possibly do what he was
asked to do. He does a good job.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF BRIGADIER GEN-
ERAL MICHAEL J. WALSH TO BE
MAJOR GENERAL

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar No. 526, the nomination
of BG Michael J. Walsh; that the nomi-
nation be confirmed; that the motion
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to reconsider be laid upon the table;
that any statements related to the
nomination be printed in the RECORD,
as if read; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate then resume legislative
session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows:

IN THE ARMY

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624:

To be major general
Brigadier General Michael J. Walsh

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I thank
my colleagues, Senator LEVIN and Sen-
ator McCAIN, and the rest of the Armed
Services Committee. I think all of us
would say to General Walsh: Congratu-
lations to you. We are sorry it took the
time it took. It was unfair. Nonethe-
less, as of today, you should under-
stand this Senate very much values
and respects your duty and dedication
to this great country.

———

RESTORING AMERICAN FINANCIAL
STABILITY ACT OF 2010—Continued

Mr. DORGAN. My understanding is
that we would now yield 6 minutes to
the Senator from Illinois, after which I
have been asked to call for a quorum
call.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois is recognized.

Mr. BURRIS. Mr. President, I am
proud to join my colleagues on the
floor of this Chamber today.

Here, in our Nation’s Capital, we
gather to confront shared challenges.
We celebrate our great leaders, and
mourn fallen heroes. Here, we carry
out the hard work of self-government.
We try to make this union a little
more perfect every day. It is messy. It
is difficult. We make mistakes, and at
times we fall short.

In any other country, these flaws and
missteps might be fatal—but not in the
United States of America. Here, we are
defined by our ability to correct injus-
tice to confront problems and move
ahead peacefully, with respect for the
rule of law even when those problems
are great.

Mr. President, much of our history
has been written right here in this
city. But in some ways, the city itself
tells two divergent stories:

More than two centuries ago, the
foundation of this country was laid by
a group of American patriots, who
chose this land for their new Capitol.

They fought—and many died—for
principles of freedom and equality.
They framed the greatest, most pro-
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gressive system of government in the
history of the world.

And then, in an irony both tragic and
unjust, the foundation of this very
building the heart of our democracy
was laid by enslaved African Ameri-
cans.

So, from the very beginning, our Na-
tion has struggled to live up to its
highest ideals.

But, in many ways, I believe that is
where our greatness truly lies: in our
ability to determine our own course,
and correct the mistakes of the past.

That is why the American civil
rights movement is perhaps one of the
greatest periods in our history.

During the 1950s and the 1960s, citi-
zens and activists joined together with
lawmakers to overturn policies of ha-
tred and discrimination that created a
powerful nonviolent movement for
civil rights under the rule of law which
brought about one of the most signifi-
cant social and cultural changes in our
Nation’s history.

Earlier today, I spoke before the Sub-
committee on National Parks, chaired
by my friend, the distinguished Sen-
ator from Colorado, Mr. UDALL, to ad-
vocate for a piece of legislation that is
very important to me. I am proud to
sponsor the United States Civil Rights
Trail Special Resource Study Act, S.
1802, a bill that will help identify and
preserve the history of the people and
places that defined the civil rights
movement. This bill joins a bipartisan
companion measure from the House of
Representatives, H.R. 685, which passed
unanimously last September.

It will honor folks who forever
changed the landscape of this Nation.
Their stories deserve to be told. In any
other country, this kind of progress
would have been impossible, but not in
America. We have the capacity for
sweeping change woven into our very
identity, and that is what my bill
would recognize, celebrate, and pre-
serve.

This Capitol Building was con-
structed under slavery. Yet it embodies
a system of government that allows
subsequent generations to correct this
terrible wrong. During the civil rights
movement, thanks to ordinary people
with extraordinary vision, we wit-
nessed a revolution of values and ideas
that changed this Nation forever.

I come to this floor today in celebra-
tion of the pioneers who made these
changes possible. My bill would direct
the Secretary of the Interior to iden-
tify the places, the resources, and the
themes associated with this movement
and consider adding them to the Na-
tional Trails System. This would in-
clude the sites of the famous march in
Selma and Montgomery, AL, the
Greensboro sit-in, and the Montgomery
bus boycotts. We would commemorate
these places where peaceful protesters
demonstrated for equal rights, and
even in some places where violence
broke out and lives were lost in the
cause of freedom.

My bill would also recognize folks
such as the citizens and elected leaders
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